
  
 
 
 
 
 

                      
 
 

A Message to the People of The United Methodist Church 
from the President of the Council of Bishops, 
Chair of the Table of General Secretaries, 
and the Chair of the Connectional Table 

 
The global financial crisis is bringing hardship and suffering to people in every part of the world. For 
those in wealthy nations, it causes anxiety and uncertainty about declining pension accounts and the threat 
of lost jobs. Others are coping with unemployment and foreclosed mortgages. And for still others who 
live in places with scarce resources or exist in conditions of poverty, it means empty stomachs, lack of 
care for urgent health needs, and no prospects to earn a day's bread. 
 
The International Labor Organization projects a loss of 50 million jobs globally by the end of 2009. The 
World Bank warns that an additional 53 million people will fall into poverty (living on less than $2 per 
day) and that 200,000 to 400,000 more children will die by 2015 if the crisis persists. 
 
Local congregations, annual conferences, and the general agencies likewise face economic constraints, 
requiring them to reassess how they carry out ministry and to seek greater effectiveness and economies 
while keeping focused on loving God and neighbor. 
 
In addition, the crisis is generating increasing global unrest and violence, creating even more misery and 
an insecure world. It is a prophetic reminder that our destiny as a worldwide community and a global 
church is interwoven with complex bonds of prosperity, security, dignity, and justice. We are no more 
secure than the most vulnerable among us; no more prosperous than the poorest; and no more assured of 
justice and dignity than those who live in the shadows of power, void of fairness and equity. We reclaim 
anew Jesus' teaching, “as you [cared for] the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to 
me” (Matt 25:40), as an urgent appeal for how we can live today. 
 
At all times, but especially in fearful and dangerous days, we followers of Jesus are called to live in hope 
and in the assurance that God is present with us. Facing hard times, the Apostle Paul asked: “Who will 
separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 
peril, or sword? . . . No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I 
am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8:35 and 37, 39). 
 
To the Israelites, having lost everything and living in exile, God offered assurance: “Do not fear, for I am 
with you; do not be afraid, for I am your God. I will strengthen you, I will help you” (Is. 41:10). The 
psalmists are similarly convinced: “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
Therefore we will not fear” (Ps. 46:1, 2). 

Cont. next page 
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A Message to the People…Continued from page 1 
 
With this firm assurance that the whole of creation lives within the embrace of a loving God, we are 
confident that the Four Areas of Focus for the mission and ministry of the people of The United 
Methodist Church affirmed by General Conference 2008 are among the most important ways we 
faithfully bear witness to the Gospel. We urgently need principled Christian leaders for the church and the 
world. People searching for meaning are seeking new places of welcome and hospitality for worship, 
prayer, and spiritual growth. It is abundantly evident that United Methodists must engage in ministry with 
the poor and tackle the diseases of poverty that rob people of the fullness of life, health, and wholeness. 

 
As we enter into the season of Lent we are called to reflection, repentance, and sacrificial living. Lent is a 
time of preparation when we look beyond human frailty and the brokenness of the world to resurrection, 
hope, and new life. We are reminded that our faith does not rise and fall with the financial markets but 
resides in the enduring love of God who is present with us as we struggle and strive to love God and our 
neighbors. This Lent can be a time when we recommit to practice every day the Wesleyan values to do no 
harm, do good and stay in love with God. 

 
A churchwide conversation is asking that we envision ways to reinvigorate our outreach to a hurting 
world and offer hospitality to those seeking deeper spiritual understanding. Local congregations are 
engaging in self-examination to “Rethink Church” and strengthen their outreach beyond the doors of the 
church buildings. Annual Conferences are working to ensure the human rights of the poor, to address the 
diseases of poverty, and to offer direct intervention to relieve human needs arising from poverty, 
including those of women and children in local communities and of persons who lack opportunity for 
artistic expression. 

 
The general agencies of the church are finding ways together to achieve economies and assure greater 
effectiveness in support of annual conferences and local churches. Information on the Four Areas of 
Focus can be found by contacting the general agencies of the church directly and at 
www.umc.org/focusareas. 

 
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself” (Lev. 19:18) calls for individual and corporate responsibility. 
John Wesley wrote, “The gospel of Christ knows of no religion, but social. No holiness but social 
holiness. Faith working by love is the length and breadth and depth and height of Christian perfection” 
(Hymns and Sacred Poems, 1739, ¶ 5).  

 
As we pray and reflect this Lenten season, may we embrace life with hope, expectancy, and the assurance 
that God through Christ Jesus is calling us to prepare our hearts, minds, and hands to work for the New 
Creation. And may we nurture and care for one another and for those to whom we are inextricably 
connected by God’s grace around the world. 

 
With expectancy and hope,  

                                       
Bishop Gregory Palmer           Neil M. Alexander                           Bishop John Hopkins 
President,                                 Chair                                                 Chair 
Council of Bishops                  The Table of General Secretaries     The Connectional Table 
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UMM – Men’s Club Up-Coming Events 

 
March 1 is the next pancake Breakfast at 9:00am before church. The menu is four kinds of pancakes (plain, blue 
berry, chocolate chip, and banana.) sausage milk, orange juice, coffee. Come and bring your appetites and enjoy 
the fellowship of others. 
  
March 28 at 7:00p.m. -We would like to start something new calls Night out for Men - with snacks soda and coffee . 
The plan at this time is play cards or some kind of game. We would like to make this open to men not only for 
people that go to our church but friends of friends.          

 Don Foster 
 

To all people of Caldwell U M C. 
 

Don’t be left out of the new picture church directory which goes to print soon.   
 
We want a color picture from you. If you don’t have a current one that you like, Peg Handy or Barbara Stark will be 
happy to take your picture on any Sunday and let you approve it. Let us know as soon as your family is ready.   
 
We want to include all the Caldwell church family, not just members.  
 
As of this date we have received about a third of the pictures needed.  Don’t miss your chance to have a free photo 
taken by “less than professionals”. 
   

jabastark@wi.rr.com Nurture/Membership Committee 
 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 
March 2 - at 6:30 p. m. evening circle will meet and evaluate Dessert by Candlelight.  
 
March 4 - daytime circle will meet at noon, bring your own lunch.  
 
March 6 - World Day of Prayer, Friday morning, registration starts at 9:30 a. m., service starts at 10:00 a.m. The 
country of Papua, New Guinea is presenting the program, titled, IN CHRIST THERE ARE MANY MEMBERS, YET 
ONE BODY. This will be at St. Clare Catholic Church in Wind Lake.  Anyone wishing to carpool with me or Deanna 
should meet at Caldwell church parking lot at 9:00 a. m. sharp. Anyone is welcome!   
 
March 14 - Saturday we host the Metro South District Information Explosion from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.  Then from 
11:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. will be the team meeting. We will provide refreshments for both meetings.   

Jennie Sanchez 
 

Vacation Bible School News 
 

Dear Parents: 
  
Are your kids ready to sink their teeth into BIG fun? 
  
            That’s just what they’ll do at Crocodile Dock, where fearless kids shine God’s light! Crocodile Dock is filled 
with incredible Bible-learning that kids see, hear, touch, and even taste! Bible Point crafts, team-building games, 
cool Bible songs, and tasty treats are just a few of the Crocodile Dock activities that help faith flow into real life. 
Plus, we will help kids discover how to see God in everyday life- something we call God sightings. Get ready to 
hear that phrase a lot! So mark these dates on your calendar: July 20-24, 2009. The fun starts at 9:30am-12:00pm. 
Registration will be available soon. As always, we can use your help.  If you would like to teach, donate items or 
food, or help in any way, please contact Kim Van Buren at 262-514-4351.   
  
Sincerely, 
  
The Education Committee 



March 2009  Page 5 
 

Missions 
 
It has been a privilege and an honor to have collected approximately $130 and many non perishables to be given to 
our very own Caldwell Food Pantry which serves the poor and needy in Waterford, Rochester, and Tichigan.  We 
will have exact numbers March 8 when we present the money and food items to Chuck.   
 
For the past year we have been serving children through the UM Children's Services, seafarers in Duluth, families 
in Mukwonago in need of money for catastrophic needs, and children grieving a loved one.  We feel it is now time 
to help meet the needs of those living much farther away...Africa/Haiti.   Our goal is to fill one Schoolroom Medicine 
Cabinet with MANY basic items.  There will be a list of these items on the poster in the Narthex, as well as in your 
Sunday bulletins.  Before making a purchase, please refer to the master checklist also found on the poster.  We will 
cross out supplies which have been donated and/or purchased with your loose change from weekly offerings. 
 
This mission runs through May; Pastor Grace and Deanna will deliver the health supplies in early June when they 
attend Wisconsin Conference. 
 
 
The capacity for hope is the most significant fact of life.  It provides human beings with a sense of destination and 
the energy to get started. 
                                                       Norman Cousins (1915-1990) 
 
 
 

Prayer Concerns 
 

Joys Other Concerns 
Anna & Ally  Alverne Family of Dennis O. 
Bob Richardson Our troops overseas Carol 
March Birthdays & Anniversaries Family of Dorothy Schroeder Denise 
Julie David Hempen Traveling to see Family 
Children’s Church Lucille Bev Squires 
Al Handy’s Aunt Helen Craig Jaris Tracy 
New Job for Marilee Tracey Bonnie 
 Kevin Mattson Jill 
 Stewardship Mission efforts 
 Bridget and Tom Reiter Eugene Saltzman Family 
 Bill Spires Taylor and Family 
Shut Ins Chuck Herman Family of Samantha 
Mabel Byron Family of Wendy Kroll  People of India 
Elizabeth Stark Eunice Drought All Those Looking for Work 
Lois, Pastor’s Grandma Betty Sheady Business and Economy 
  Stewart Jolie 
  Mary Alice Rubach Family of Mark 
  People of Cambodia  All Who Are Grieving 
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March Birthdays & Anniversaries 
Birthdays Anniversaries 
6  - Nicole Craig 21 - Brian & Mary Bayley 
8  -  Julia Zortman 31 - Brian & Pam Pugh 
10 - Miranda Janke   
12 - Geoff Zoellick  
13 - Nancy Pugh  
14 - Marlo Dixon  
15 - Tami Dixon  
16 - Peter Lukas 
21 - Brian Bayley 
23 - Pam Pugh 
31 - Heather Zortman 
  

Greeters & Scripture Readers 
Greeters and Ushers  Readers 

March 1     Pete & Marianne Lukas  March 1     Pete Lukas 
March 8     Van Buren family  March 8     Chuck Herman 
March 15   Randy & Jane Craig  March 15   Robert Dixon 
March 22   Dixon family 
March 29   Ken & Nancy Pugh  

March 22   Jenny Hensgen 
March 29   Bob Weeks 

 

MARCH LECTIONARY 
Date    Special Day    Reading  

    Genesis 9:8-17 
  Psalm 25:1-10 
  1 Peter 3:18-22 

March 1 

  

First Sunday in Lent 
[Purple] 

  Mark 1:9-15 
  Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
  Psalm 22:23-31 
  Romans 4:13-25 

March 8 

 

Second Sunday in 
Lent  

[Purple] 
 Mark 8:31-38 

  Exodus 20:1-17 
  Psalm 19 
  1 Corinthians 1:18-25 March 15 

 

Third Sunday in Lent 
[Purple] 

 John 2:13-22 
  Numbers 21:4-9 
  Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 
  Ephesians 2:1-10 

March 22 

 

Fourth Sunday in 
Lent  

[Purple] 
 John 3:14-21 

  Jeremiah 31:31-34 
  Psalm 51:1-12 
  Hebrews 5:5-10 

March 29  

 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 
[Purple] 

 John 12:20-33 



WORLD DAY OF PRAYER  
MARCH 6 2009  

 

Papua New Guinea 2009  
In Christ, Many Members Yet One Body  

  On March 6, 2009 , the women of Papua New Guinea invite us to have the confidence of 
Ruth, who left what was familiar to her and went with Naomi to another land. They call us to 
ponder the mystery of our oneness in Christ in their context and our own. Papua New Guinea 
has one of the most heterogeneous indigenous populations in the world. More than 800 
�O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H�V���D�U�H���V�S�R�N�H�Q�����7�K�H�L�U���G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���L�V���H�[�S�U�H�V�V�H�G���L�Q���W�K�L�V���V�D�\�L�Q�J�����³�)�R�U���H�D�F�K���Y�L�O�O�D�J�H���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U��
�F�X�O�W�X�U�H���´���<�H�W�����W�K�H���E�L�O�X�P�����D���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���V�W�U�L�Q�J���E�D�J���L�V���I�R�X�Q�G���Q�H�D�U�O�\���H�Y�H�U�\�Z�K�H�U�H�����%�L�O�X�P�V���F�R�P�H���L�Q��
many colors, sizes, shapes, and styles and often the creative designs identify where the bilums 
were made. Men usually prefer a long handle style that is worn over the shoulder. Women 
carry their babies and their market produce. Bilums are also used as a hanging cradle for a 
sleeping baby. 
 
  We are also invited to reflect on the collaborative networks among women. In Exodus, the 
�V�W�R�U�\���R�I���G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�D�Q�F�H���I�U�R�P���E�R�Q�G�D�J�H���E�H�J�L�Q�V���Z�L�W�K���Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���Q�R�Q-violent intervention. Their actions 
ignore the social forces that are rooted in the fallacy that one group is superior to the other and 
is entitled to exploit them. Together, the women overcome evil with good. So, too, in the 
�F�R�Q�W�H�[�W���R�I���3�D�S�X�D���1�H�Z���*�X�L�Q�H�D�����Z�H���D�U�H���J�L�Y�H�Q���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�V���R�I���Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���L�Q�W�H�U�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���%�R�X�J�D�L�Q�Y�L�O�O�H��
�D�Q�G���L�Q���W�K�H���+�L�J�K�O�D�Q�G�V�����$�Q�G���Z�H���D�U�H���F�D�O�O�H�G���W�R���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\���Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���L�Q�W�H�U�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���R�X�U���R�Z�Q���F�R�Q�W�H�[�W�� 
 
  We thank you, God, for directing our lives. As women united as one in your body, with your 
love and your power in us, we pray that we would be your instruments for peace and 
reconciliation. 

Big sister looking at little sister  

Each World Day of Prayer worship service has 
a special theme and is prepared by a specific 
country, both chosen at the international 
meeting.  Women of each selected WDP 
Committee develop a common worship, as well 
as Bible studies, a children’s service and 

information on their country. 

Friday, March 6, 2009 
9:30 AM  Registration 

10:00 AM  Service 
 

St. Clare Catholic Church 
7616 Fritz Street 

Wind Lake, WI 53185-3601 
 

Contact Jenny Sanchez 262.642.3428, 
email: jsanchez324@wi.rr.com or 
Deanna Shimko 414.313.0343, email 
dshimko@core.com for a ride or more 
information. 



 
 


