
         
 

Pastorôs Message by the Rev. Grace J. Baldridge 
 

You know what Iôm going to say, donôt you? I am going to keep reminding you to ReThink Church. How do we 
start? And why the heck would we want to do that anyway?  
 
Hereôs why: World-wide membership in the United Methodist Church is growing, but in the U.S. it is shrinking 
dramatically. 2007 was when the economy first saw its first sign of trouble and that correlates with the demise of 
many small churches. No money, no church pew. As the UMC we stand to ñgo out and make disciplesò.  
 
I have to tell you though, staying in our church pews isnôt going to cut it. Jesus told us to go out. And no one is 
beating our doors down to come in. You have to start thinking of yourself as part of a whole, and not just those who 
pass through the doors of the church.  Everyone. 
 
So thené How do we start? 
You can pray. Pray in preparation for the task in front of you. Pray that a sign of hope will come to us. Then read 
scripture. Start with the Christmas story. 
 
Iôve heard it here and all over the other churches that I visit all over the Midwest. We donôt ñneed membersòé Let 
that sink inéWe need to re-member that we ARE the church in the first place. Yes, you carry the church with you 
at all times because the people are the church. And whoôs interested in a bunch of people who donôt know what 
they are about? I am not. Do you know why you are the church?  Because God sent his son to earth to save us from 
ourselves, to teach us to love, and to be merciful to one another. 
 
ReThink Church! Or are you doing the same old thing you do every Christmas? 
 
Put up the lights, buy the turkey or the ham, ask the grandkids what they want for Christmas, fight with your 
mother-in-law over who brings the green bean casserole, hang the stockings, write the check to the food pantry, and 
on and on and on.  
 
Want to REALLY ReThink? Hereôs a list to get you started: 
 
Limit your spending for Christmas to $100. Donôt laugh. Yes, I mean for everyone on your list.  
 
Still laughing? Alright, try this: for every dollar you spend on Christmas gifts, give a dollar to charity. Give a dollar 
to your church. 
 
Sides hurting yet? Ok, for every dollar you spend give one minute volunteering.  
 
Sounds scary, huh? Like, zombie scary? Or just spider-on-the-ceiling scary? Whatôs more frightening is that the 
whole world is counting on us to carry the message of Christ. What we are doing now is not working. Start Re-
membering and Re-thinking this Christmas. There are hearts and minds who need the hope that the Christ child 
brings.  
 
Peace, Love, Joy, and Hope 
 
Pastor Grace 
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BUSY...BUSY...BUSY... 
PROUD...PROUD...PROUD... 

GENEROUS...GENEROUS...GENEROUS... 
  

Missions is always BUSY, thanks to you.  We felt PROUD when delivering 32 winter coats to the 
Unitarian Universalist Church Sunday, November 15. 
 
 
 
 
Because you were so GENEROUS with your loose change ($146.53), we were able to purchase the 
contents for eight shoe boxes.  Some of you packed your own boxes, which gave us a total of 14.  
Operation Christmas Child serves children who would otherwise not receive anything for Christmas.      
  
                                                 God bless you AND Merry Christmas 

                                                      
 

 
ROOF!  ROOF! 

  
                           Our United Methodist friends in North Prairie need our help. 
                           It is MOST unusual to need two roofs in one year.  Actually, North Prairie UMC 
                           got one roof but had to pay for two because of a very unfortunate situation.   
  
                           Your loose change and special donations will be sent the end of February. 

 
 

 

      

       
 
UMW will meet on December 7, at 6:30 pm. 
 
Bring an appetizer and an ornament to exchange with those present. (max. $5.00) 
 
We will get ready for the cookie walk to be held on December 12, Saturday, from noon to 2:00 pm.  
A sign up sheet has been sent around in church for those who will bring cookies and or candy, etc.  
 
All women are invited to join us. We'll play some Christmas tapes while we put boxes and cookie mixes 
together in jars.  

Jennie Sanchez
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GREETERS 
December 6 �±     Pete & Marianne Lukas  
December 13 �±  Janke Family  
December 20 �±  Don & Diane Herron  
Decem ber 27 �±  Ken & Nancy Pugh  

READERS 
December 6 �±   Pete Lukas  
December 13 �± Robert Dixon  
December 20 �±  Diane Herron  
Decem ber 27 �± Teri Pritchett -Steib  

BIRTHDA YS 
1 �² Kristen Pawlak  
11 �² Mabel Byron  
13 �² Steve Craig  
14 �² Sally Lohr 
15 �² Kathy Powell  
16 �² Ken Pugh  

 

 
16 �² Jennifer pugh  
20 �² Valeri Balistreri  
21 �² Nancy Richardson  
23 �² Xue Willhite  
26 �² Sheila Klawitter  
31 �² Yvette Pritchett  

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES  
22 �² Dale & Sharie Gauerke  
24 �² Robert & Tami Dixon  
 
 

 

Joys 
Anna & Ally  
Bob Richardson 
November Birthdays & 
Anniversaries  
Julie  
�&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���&�K�X�U�F�K 
�$�O���+�D�Q�G�\�·�V���$�X�Q�W���+�H�O�H�Q 
 

Shut Ins 
Mabel Byron  
Elizabeth Stark  
�/�R�L�V�����3�D�V�W�R�U�·�V���*�U�D�Q�G�P�D 

 

Other Concerns 
Family of Alvern Hutchison  
Our troops overseas  
Elise 
David Hempen 
Lucille  
Craig Jaris  
Tracey  
Kevin Mattson  
Stewardship  
Bridget and Tom Reiter  
Bill Spires  
Doug Janke & Family  
Bartholomew Family  

 
 

 
Suzi and twins  
Kristen Pawlek  
Amos and Dorothy Shimko  
Family of Audrey DeSantis  
Eunice Drought  
Karl Rudolph Family  
Mary Alice Rubach People of 
Cambodia  
Carol 
Denise 
Bev Squires  
Donna 
Elaine Kickbush 
Tracy  

 

 
Bonnie 
Jill  
Mission efforts  
All Those Looking for Work  
Patty  
Jolie  
Family of Mark  
Karen Carroll  
Richard Wolf  
Porter Family  
Bob Weeks 
Kathy Craig  
Chim Sok 
Tony Yan 

 


